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The Department of State welcomes you to the United States.  We are pleased to 

receive you as an exchange visitor.  As an Exchange Visitor Program participant, you 

will acquire an experience in the United St

 of the Exchange Visitor 

Program, provide you with information on contacting the Department of State, and 

introduce you to some of the major requirements of the Exchange Visitor Program 

regulations. 

 

THE EXCHANGE VISITOR PROGRAM 

 

THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF STATE administers the Exchange Visitor Program 

under the provisions of the Mutual Educational and Cultural Exchange Act of 1961, as 

amended.  The Act promotes mutual understanding between the people of the United 

States and other countries by means of educational and cultural exchange. The 

Exchange Visitor Program provides foreign nationals opportunities to participate in 

exchange programs in the United States with the expectation that on completion of 

their exchange program, they will return home to share their experiences. 

 

Sponsors �± The U.S. Department of State designates U.S. organizations such as 

government agencies, academic institutions, educational and cultural organizations, 

and corporations to administer exchange visitor programs.  These organizations are 

known as sponsors.  Sponsors screen and select exchange visitors to participate in 

their programs based on the regulations governing the exchange activity and stated in 

22 CFR Part 62.  Sponsors provide exchange visitors pre-arrival information, an 

orientation, and monitor activities throughout their exchange program.  Sponsors offer 

or identify cross-cultural activities that will expose exchange visitors to American 

society, culture, and institutions.  You are encouraged to participate in activities that 

provide them with an opportunity to share their language, culture, and history with 

Americans. 





http://j1visa.state.gov/sponsors/current/regulations-compliance/
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